Popular consultations concerning mining in Latin America (December 2018)
I
The following chart summarizes hitherto realised or envisaged local popular consultations against mining (without oil and gas production) in Latin America.

The list has been compiled based on academic literature and media reports and makes no claim to be exhaustive. We appreciate any information on possible
errors or missing consultations, please send it to: k.huelsmann@fu-berlin.de or kristina.dietz@fu-berlin.de

Municipality
(province)

Date of

consultation

Resource;
mining project;

Type;
legal basis

Legally
binding?

Type of consultation Voting results

Voter turnout Voting share

against mining

sLACON

Global Change - Local Conflicts

Sources
(links included)

Argentinien

Esquel
(Chubut
Province)

Loncopué
(Neuquén
Province)

company

gold: 23/03/2003
Esquel Project;
Meridian Gold

gold and 03/06/2012
copper:
Campana
Mahuida
Project;
Emprendi-
mientos
Mineros SA/
Corporacion
Minera de
Neuquén
(CORMINE)

Consulta
Popular;
Constitution of
Chubut
Province

Referéndum;
Constitution of
Neuquén
Province

legally
binding:
yes

legally
binding:
yes

turnout:

75 %

turnout:

2%

against mining:
81 %

against mining:
82,1%

Renauld, M. (2016): The Esquel effect: political
opportunity structure and adaptation
mechanisms in anti-mining mobilisation in
Argentine Patagonia, in: Canadian Journal of
Development Studies / Revue canadienne
d'études du développement, 37(4), 524-540.

Walter, M./Urkidi, L. (2017): Community Mining
Consultations in Latin America (2002—-2012):
The Contested Emergence of a Hybrid
Institution for Participation, in: Geoforum, (84),
265-279.

Aranda, D. (2012): Loncopué hizo historia con un
referéndum que rechazé la megamineria, in:
lavaca, 04/06/2012.

Villar, R. (2012): Consulta en Loncopué: Vox
populi, vox Dei, in: Rio Negro, 18/06/2012.

Walter/Urkidi (2017).
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Chubut
Province

Ecuador

Victoria de
Portete and
Tarqui

(Azuay Province)

Pacto
(municipality of

Quito)

Canton
Cotacachi
(Imbabura
Province)

Canton Girdn
(Azuay Province)

silver, lead and
copper:
Navidad
Project;

Pan American
Silver

gold:
Quimsacocha
Project;
IAMGOLD

metals:
Empresa
Minera
Nacional
(ENAMI)

copper and
molybdenum:
Llurimagua
Project;
ENAMI/
Codelco

gold:

Loma Larga
Project,
formerly:
Quimsacocha;
INV Metals

planning
process
initiated
(pro-mining)

02/10/2011

12/04/2015

planning
process
initiated

planning
process
initiated

Consulta
Popular;
Constitution of
Chubut
Province

Consulta legally
Comunitaria | binding:
de Buena Fe; | Y€S
Mining code,

chap. Ill, art. 87;
Constitution of

Ecuador, art. 95

Consulta legally
Comunitaria | binding:
de BuenaFe; | Y€S
see above

Consulta
Popular;
Constitution of
Ecuador, art.
104;

National law on
citizen
participation,
art. 5

Consulta
Popular;
see above

turnout:
69,1 %

turnout:
65 %

against mining:
92,4 %

against mining:
92,6 %

Agencias Chubut (2016): En Chubut quieren
reabrir la mineria a cielo abierto: esperan u$s
1000 millones, in: El Cronista, 18/10/2016.

Huella Minera (2016): Chubut analiza hacer una
consulta popular minera, in: Huella Minera
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N.N. (2011): Gobierno califica de ilegal la consulta
comunitaria sobre mineria, in: El Telégrafo,
04/10/2011.

N.N. (2011): Poblacion de Quimsacocha rechazé
la mineria, in: Website “No a la Mina”,
03/10/2011.
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Pacto dice no a la mineria, in: Diagonal,
16/04/2015.

Ortiz, F. (2015): Pacto dijo ‘No’ a la mineria, in: la
barra espaciadora, 15/04/2015.

Sacher, W.; Acosta, A. (2015): La megamineria
llega a Quito, in: Plan V, 07/04/2015.

Observatorio Latinoamericano de Conflictos
Ambientales (2014): Alcalde de Cotacachi:
"Estamos trabajando para que la mineria en
intag se decida en consulta popular", in:
Website OLCA, 25/11/2014.

Carrera, L. M. (2015): Habitantes de Giron
entregaron firmas para consulta popular sobre
mineria, in: Website Ecuavisa, 28/07/2015.

FIAN Ecuador/MiningWatch Canada (2015): Girén
Avanza hacia una Consulta Popular para Frenar
la Mineria en Kimsacocha, in: Website
MiningWatch Canada, 12/07/2015.

N.N. (2016): Exigen pronunciamiento sobre
consulta popular de proyecto minero, in: La
Hora, 14/09/16.
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San Fernando
(Azuay Province)

El Salvador

San José Las
Flores
(Chalatenango
Department)

San Isidrio
Labrador
(Chalatenango
Department)

Nueva Trinidad
(Chalatenango
Department)

Arcatao
(Chalatenango
Department)

Cingquera
(Cabanas
Department)

gold:

Loma Larga
Project,
formerly:

Quimsacocha;

INV Metals

metals:
Martinique
Minerals

metals:
Martinique
Minerals

metals:
Martinique
Minerals

metals:
Martinique
Minerals

metals:
Minerales
Torogoz

planning
process
initiated
(pro-mining)

21/09/2014

23/11/2014

29/03/2015

08/11/2015

26/02/2017

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
Municipal code,
art. 115-117

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

legally

binding:

yes

legally

binding:

yes

legally

binding:

yes

legally

binding:

yes

legally

binding:

yes

turnout:
67,6 %

turnout:
62,3 %

turnout:
61,9 %

turnout (in abs.

terms):
1027

turnout:
52,8 %

against mining:

99,4 %

against mining:

98,7 %

against mining:

99,3 %

against mining:

99,6 %

against mining:

98,1 %

Ministerio de Mineria (2015): Mas de 3000 firmas
fueron entregadas al CNE respaldando consulta
popular en apoyo al proyecto minero Loma
Larga, in: Website Agencia de Regulacién y
Control Minero, 29/07/2015.

N.N. (2014): San José Las Flores dijo “NO” a la
Mineria Metdlica en su territorio, in: Diario Co
Latino, 22/09/2014.

Procuraduria para la Defensa de los Derechos
Humanos (PDDH) (2014): Comunicado Publico
en relacion a la Consulta Popular sobre Mineria
Metalica realizada en San José Las Flores, in:
Website PDDH, 22/09/2014.

Dario, S. (2006): Chalatenango Communities Step
Up Resistance to Au Martinique, in: Website
MiningWatch Canada, 08/04/2006.

Mesa Nacional Frenta a la Mineria Metalica
(2014): El (otro) pueblo de Chalatenango que le
dijo No a la Mineria, in: Website Mesa Nacional
Frente a la Mineria Metélica, 25/11/2015.

Dario (2006).

N.N. (2015): Nueva Trinidad dice no a la mineria
en consulta ciudadana, in: Website
Transparencia Activa, 06/04/2015.

Dario (2006).

N.N. (2015): Un “NO” contundente contra la
mineria metalica en Arcatao, Chalatenango, in:
Diario Co Latino, 10/11/2015.

Trujillo, D. (2017): Cinquera le dice no a la mineria
en consulta popular, in: Website Transparencia
Activa, 26/02/2017.
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Guatemala

Sipakapa
(San Marcos
Department)

San Marcos
Department:
in 10

communities

Huehuetenango
Department:

in 28
communities

Quiché
Department:
in 5 communities

Quetzaltenango
Department:
in 8 communities

Santa Rosa
Department:
in 3 communities

Champerico
(Retalhuleu
Department)

gold:

Mina Marlin
Project;
Goldcorp

gold, silver,
nickel, cobalt,
polymetallics,
rare earths:
Goldcorp

gold, silver,
copper, cobalt,
polymetallics:
Goldcorp,
Tenango S.A.,
Guatemala
Copper, Minas
de Guatemala

nickel, cobalt:
Nichromet
Guatemala

gold, silver,
zinc: Goldcorp

silver, gold:
El Escobal
Project;
Tahoe
Resources

Iron sands,
nickel, cobalt,
rare earth:
Mayan Iron
Corp

18/06/2005

2005-2009

2006-2010

2009-2012

2010/2011

2011

12/02/2012

Consulta
Comunitaria
de Buena Fe;
ILO 169;
Municipal code
(decree no. 12-
2002, art. 63-
66)

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

Consulta
Municipal;
Municipal code
(decree no. 12-
2002, art. 63-
66)

Consulta
Municipal;
see above

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

legally
binding:
no

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

turnout:
45 %

turnout (in abs.
terms):
>60 000

turnout (in abs.
terms):
377 615

turnout (in abs.
terms):
104 015

turnout (in abs.
terms):
104 0137

turnout (in abs.
terms):
18 110

turnout (in abs.
terms):
16 669

against mining:
95,5 %

against mining:
98 %

against mining:
99 %

against mining:
almost 100 %

against mining:
99 %

against mining:
98 %

against mining:
99,2 %

Walter/Urkidi (2017).

Walter/Urkidi (2017).

Walter/Urkidi (2017).

Walter/Urkidi (2017).

Walter/Urkidi (2017).

Walter/Urkidi (2017).

N.N. (2012): En Champerico dicen no a actividad
minera, in: Website “No a la mina”, 14/02/2012.
Walter/Urkidi (2017).
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Mataquescuintla
(Jalapa
Department)

San Rafael las
Flores

(Santa Rosa
Department):

in 4 communities

San Carlos Sija
(Quetzaltenango
Department)

San Francisco el
Alto
(Totonicapan
Department)

Momostenango,
(Totonicapan
Department)

Jalapa
(Jalapa
Department)

Santa Maria
Chiquimula,
(Totonicapan
Department)

Cantel
(Quetzaltenango
Department)

Totonicapan
(Totonicapan
Department)

silver, gold:

El Escobal
Project;

Tahoe
Resources and
Goldcorp

silver, gold,
lead, zinc:
El Escobal
Project;
Tahoe Res.

gold:
Goldcorp

no specific
project

no specific
project

no specific
project

no specific
project

no specific
project

no specific
project

11/11/2012

February/
March 2013

21/07/2013

30/07/2013

01/09/2013

10/11/2013

26/10/2014

09/11/2014

03/05/2015

Consulta
Municipal;
see above

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

Consulta

Comunitaria;
see above

Consulta

Comunitaria,
see above

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

Consulta
Municipal;
see above

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

Consulta
Comunitaria;
see above

legally
binding:
yes

legally
binding:
no

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

legally
binding:
unclear

turnout (in abs.

terms):
10 375

turnout:
n/a

turnout (in abs.

terms):
16 921

turnout (in abs.

terms):
45 620

turnout:
n/a

turnout (in abs.

terms):
23152

turnout (in abs.

terms):
38 000

turnout (in abs.

terms):
23 827

turnout (in abs.

terms):
7182

against mining:

97 %

against mining:

n/a

against mining:

99,6 %

against mining:

99,9 %

against mining:

n/a

against mining:

98,3 %

against mining:

98,5 %

against mining:

98,2 %

against mining:

97,2 %

Oliva, H. (2012): Realizan consulta comunitaria
sobre mineria en Mataquescuintla, in: Prensa
Libre, 11/11/2012.

Oliva, H. (2015): Comuna de Mataquescuintla
reconoce resultados de consulta sobre mineria,
in: Prensa Libre, 09/10/2015.

Walter/Urkidi (2017).

N.N. (2013): Otra aldea vota y se opone a la
mineria, in: Website “No a la mina”, 26/03/2013.

Curruchich, S. (2013): San Francisco el Alto en
Consulta Comunitaria y la actividad minera, in:
Publicogt, 04/08/2013.

Curruchich (2013).

Dominguez, E. (2013a): Pobladores de San
Francisco El Alto rechazan actividad minera, in:
Prensa Libre, 31/07/2013.

Curruchich (2013).

Dominguez, E. (2013b): Comunidades de
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Sucre coal, 01/10/2017 Consulta legally turnout: against mining: N.N. (2017): Sucre (Santander) también le dijo
(Santander limestone, Popular; binding: 52,09% 98,92% ‘no’ a la mineria, in: El Tiempo, 01/10/2017.
Department) minerals: see above yes N.N. (2017): El municipio de Sucre, Santander, le
inter alia: dijo No a la explotacion minera, in: El
Luciana Espectador, 01/10/2017.
Project; Llano
Minas
(limestone)
Fusagasuga no specific 21/10/2018 Consulta legally turnout: against mining: N.N. (2018a): Fusagasuga espera decisién de las
(Cundinamraca project Popular; binding: 37,6% 99,18% altas cortes para avalar su consulta, in: El
Department) see above deSiCiOn Of TiempO, 22102018
the Constitu- N.N. (2018b): Fusagasugé le dijo no a fracking y
tional Court mineria en la consulta, in: El Tiempo,
is still to be 22.10.2018.
made N.N. (2018c): Fusagasugéa (Cundinamarca) le dijo
No al petrdleo y la mineria, in: El Espectador,
21.10.2018.
San Lorenzo gold; 25/11/2018 Consulta legally turnout: against mining: N.N. (2017): Consulta Popular Minera en el
(Narifio Mazamorras auténoma binding: 53,5% 98,5% Municipio de San Lorenzo, Narifio, in: Website
Department) Gold Project; (without no RENAF Colombia, 10/11/2017. _
Gran Colombia support of the Municipio de San Lorenzo (2017): Comunicado
Gold national oficial respecto de la consulta popular sobre
mineria programada para el dia 17 de diciembre
eIeptoraI de 2017, in: Website Alcaldia de San Lorenzo —
office) Narifio, 14/12/2017.
Quilindo, Carlos (2018): 6.660 habitantes de San
Lorenzo (Narifio) le dijeron “no” a la mineria, in:
RCN Radio, 25.11.2018.
Ibagué Gold: initially Consulta Comité Ambiental en Defensa de la Vida (2016):
(Tolima Project scheduled for Popular; La consulta popular no se anuld, se suspendio
Department) La Colosa: 30/10/2016 see above temporalmente, in: Website Comité,
AngloGold _20.10.2016.
Ashanti Dietz (2017b, 2017c). )
N.N. (2017): La consulta popular en Ibagué
iniciaria de ceros, in: El Nuevo Dia, 16.02.2017.
cancelled
(by the Council
of State)
El Pefion coal; initially Consulta Rey, O. I. (2017): Estas son las fechas para las
(Santander no specific scheduled for: Popular; consultas contra mineria en Santander, in: La
Department) project 05/11/2017 see above Vanguardia, 06.09.2017. N
Rey, O. |. (2017): Registraduria pidi6é suspender
cancelled consulta popular en El Pefién, in: La

(due to lack of
financing)

Vanguardia, 01.11.2017.
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Une
(Cundinamarca
Department)

La Macarena
(Meta
Department)

Cérdoba
(Quindio
Department)

El Carmen de
Chucuri
(Santander
Department)

Cogua
(Cundinamarca
Department)

no specific
project

cancelled
(by the Council
of State)

construction
materials;
no specific
project

cancelled
(due to lack of
financing)

metals;
no specific
project

postponed
(due to lack of
financing)

coal;
no specific
project

cancelled
(due to lack of
financing)

clay and
gravel:
inter alia:
Ladrillera

Santafé (clay)

cancelled (by
the Tribunal of

Cundinamarca)

initially
scheduled for
12/11/2017

initially
scheduled for
26/11/2017

initially
scheduled for
03/12/2017,
then
21/01/2018

initially
scheduled for
10/12/2017

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

N.N. (2017): Consejo de Estado suspende
consulta minera en Une (Cundinamarca), in: El
Espectador, 10/11/2017.

N.N. (2017): Via libre a la consulta popular minera
en La Macarena, in: El Espectador, 19/09/2017.

Registraduria Nacional del Estado Civil (2017):
Decreto No. 131 del 3 de octubre de 2017, in:
Website Registraduria.

Reinoso Rodriguez, G. (2017): La Macarena,
Meta, no pudo hacer su consulta minera, in: El
Tiempo, 27/11/2017.

N.N. (2017): Cordoba, en Quindio, financiara su
consulta popular minera, in: El Tiempo,
23/10/2017.

N.N. (2017): Con marcha buscan apoyo para la
consulta minera en Cérdoba, Quindio, in: El
Tiempo, 27/11/2017.

Sepulveda, L. (2018): Consulta minera de
Cérdoba se enreda por segunda vez, in: El
Tiempo, 11/01/2018.

Suérez Salazar, S. L. (2017a): Promueven
consulta popular contra mineria en Santander,
in: La Vanguardia, 29/03/2017.

N.N. (2017): El 10 de diciembre habra consulta
popular en Carmen de Chucuri, Santander, in:
Contagio Radio, 31/10/2017.

N.N. (2017a): Registraduria suspendio otra
consulta minera en Santander, in: La
Vanguardia, 15.11.2017.

N.N. (2017): Cogua (Cundinamarca) impulsa
consulta popular contra mineria, in: El Tiempo,
12/05/2017.

N.N. (2017): Cogua prepara consulta popular
antiminera, in: Caracol Radio, 15/07/2017.

N.N. (2017): Tribunal de Cundinamarca declara
inconstitucional Consulta Popular convocada
por la Alcaldia de Cogua, in: Extrategia,
01/09/2017.
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Salento
(Quindio
Department)

San Bernardo
(Cundinamarca
Department)

Berruecos
(Narifio
Department)

Calarcé (Quindio
Department)

Colén Génova
(Narifio
Department)

gold:

u.a. AngloGold
Ashanti, Oro
Barracuda Ltd.

cancelled
(due to lack of
financing)

no specific
project

cancelled

(by the Council
of State due to
the resolu-tion of
the Constitu-
tional Court,
11/10/2018)

gold;
no specific
project

planning
process
initiated

gold:
AngloGold
Ashanti, Oro
Barracuda Ltd.

planning
process
initiated

gold;
no specific
project

planning
process
initiated

initially
scheduled for
15/07/2018

initially
scheduled for
21/10/2018

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

N.N. (2016): Enfilan baterias para consulta
popular en Salento, in: El Tiempo, 12.08.2016.

N.N. (2018a): ¢ En qué quedaron las consultas
populares mineras del Quindio?, in: El Tiempo,
22.10.2018.

N.N. (2018b): Por falta de resucursos,
suspendieron la consulta minera en Salento, in:
El Tiempo, 11.07.2018.

Neira Marciales, Laura (2018): Consejo de Estado
suspendio la consulta minera en San Bernado,
Cundinamarca, in: LR — La Republica,
20.10.2018.

N.N. (2018): Se cae la primera consulta minera
tras fallo de la Constitucional, in: Semana,
19.10.2018.

N.N. (2017): Aprueban consulta minera para San
Lorenzo en el norte de Narifio, in: RNC Radio,
26/10/2017.

N.N. (2017): Alcaldesa de Calarca busca
convocar a una consulta popular, in: El Tiempo,
19/04/2017.

N.N. (2017): Aprueban consulta minera para San
Lorenzo en el norte de Narifio, in: RNC Radio,
26/10/2017.
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La Cruz
(Narifio
Department)

La Unidn
(Narifio
Department)

La Vega
(Cauca
Department)

Libano
(Tolima
Department)

Mercaderes
(Cauca
Department)

gold;
no specific
project

planning
process
initiated

gold;
no specific
project

planning
process
initiated

gold and coal;
inter alia:
AngloGold
Ashanti,
Carboandes,
Continental
Gold

planning
process
initiated

gold:

El Porvenir
Project; Mina
El Gran
Porvenir del
Libano S.A

planning
process
initiated

gold:
Grupo ClI
S.AS
planning
process
initiated

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above
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Onzaga
(Santander
Department)

Paipa
(Boyaca
Department)

Quinchia
(Risaralda
Department)

Salgar
(Antioquia
Department)

San Martin
(Cesar
Department)

no specific
project

planning
process
initiated

coal;
no specific
project

planning
process
initiated

gold:
Miraflores
Project;
Seafield

Resources Ltd.

Batero-
Quinchia
Project;
Batero Gold
Corp.

planning
process
initiated

metals;
no specific
project

planning
process
initiated
no specific

mining project

planning
process
initiated

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
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Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
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San Pablo
(Narifio
Department)

San Vicente de
Chucuri
(Santander
Department)

Sibaté
(Cundinamarca
Department)

gold;
no specific
project

planning
process
initiated

coal;
no specific
project

planning

process
initiated

sand;

Comind S.A.

planning
process
initiated

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above

Consulta
Popular;
see above
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