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1. ASM: what is it?

• A classic dichotomy?

Artisanal and small-scale Large-scale

Low-tech High-tech

Labour intensive Capital intensive

• Yet highly heterogeneous
• Technologies used

• Capital invested

• Social divisions of labour in the sector

Poverty-driven Big business – big profit

Predominantly informal Formal concessions and contracts

Low entry barriers for labour Labour specialization
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Example: the Southern Philippines’ artisanal and small-

scale gold mining sector
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(from Verbrugge e.a. 2014)- work in progress - please do not use or cite without 
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How does all this relate to agrarian studies?

1) Study interrelation between agrarian and mining dynamics
• AGRI -> ASM: de-agrarianisation

• AGRI vs. ASM: conflict & synergy

• From rural/merchant to mining elites

2) Use APE questions and analysis
• Why do the ‘small’ persist?

• as a heterogeneous sector, with various divisions of labour

• 15-20% output / 15-30 mio people (Buxton 2013; Seccatore e.a. 2014)

Can we learn from agrarian political economy?
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2. Studying “small-scale” in APE

• The classic AQ (of capital): from agrarian to industrial society

• From feudal to capitalist social property relations 

• Modernization of agriculture (the issue of scale)

• Transfer of C & LTransfer of C & L

• Problems…

• Why do the small persist?

• What happens to rural labour?

• APE (and ASM?) responds…
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Why do the ‘small’ persist?

THREE NARRATIVES

• Economic logic of the peasant family household

• Chayanov & the subsistence logic

• Neoclassics & incentive structures

• Agrarian question of labour

‘SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL’

• Agrarian question of labour

• Non-absorption as industrial wage labour

• ‘Footloose labour’ & ‘classes of labour’ 

• Petty commodity production and/or ‘small’ capital

• Ambiguous class positions of capital and labour

• Micro-dynamics of accumulation and exploitation
ACCUMULATION AND EXPLOITATION

POVERTY
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Why do the ‘small’ persist?

Core argument = CAPITAL ACCESS TO CHEAP LABOUR 

• Below average wage rate

• Capacity of the small for ‘hyper-exploitation’

• Self-exploitation• Self-exploitation

• HH labour

• Hired-in ‘footloose labour’

• Logics of ‘small’ capital

• Accumulation-oriented: investing in land & technology

• Exploitation-oriented: net hiring in of cheap labour
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Why do the ‘small’ persist?

• How does this logic of the ‘small’ feature within a broader (global) 
political economy?

• ‘normal’ agribusiness capital integrates ‘small’ capital in its• ‘normal’ agribusiness capital integrates ‘small’ capital in its
production networks

• Double surplus appropriation

• C-c : through terms of exchange (rent – interest – commodity exchange)

• c-L : through relations of production (access to cheap labour)
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3. WHY is labour cheap?

• WHY work so cheaply?

• PUSH – survival & poverty

• PULL – social mobility, lucky streaks, gold rush, ‘adventure’, profession

• HOW to control cheap labour?

• Coercion/supervision

• Casual & informal

• Payment systems

• Social regulation

©Globalwitness.org
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To conclude: what can APE bring to mining?

• Fine-grained analysis of C-L relation in mining sector

• Labour-intensive vs. capital-intensive?

• Social differentiation, different types of capital

• Labour supply, control (micro & macro)Labour supply, control (micro & macro)

• The broader picture – how does ASM fit in:

• Relation to large-scale mining

• Contemporary global production networks

• Broader societal transformations – political economy of development
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